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 With regard to safe passage of SS TARI boat, with 1,500 Jewish refugees –  
from Romania through Turkey, on its way to Palestine 

 
 
From: Secretary of State, Washington 
To: American Embassy, Ankara 
Date: April 17, 1944 
Number: 342 
 
“… Hirschmann [War Refugee Board] informs me that Simond [Red Cross] has 
expressed to him unequivocally, unreserved confidence that von Papen [German 
ambassador] would arrange to obtain this safe conduct without delay… Assuming that 
the German safe conduct has not been obtained Hirschmann urges that both Simond and 
the Apostolic Delegate from Istanbul [Roncalli] arrange to see von Papen in person in 
order to again urge granting of safe conduct without delay…” 
 

* * * 
 

From: Steinhardt, American Embassy, Ankara 
To: Secretary of State, Washington 
Date: April 22, 1944 
Number: 726 
 
“… Referring to the unreserved confidence which Simond expressed to Hirschmann that 
von Papen would secure the German safe-conduct for the SS Tari without delay and that 
if it has not yet been secured, the Apostolic Delegate to Istanbul and Simond try to see 
von Papen to press the request and I confer with Simond personally without delay… 
From the reports I have received from the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Simond, I am satisfied that von Papen has been pressing for the safe-conduct from his 
government.” 
 

* * * 
 

From: Steinhardt, American Embassy, Ankara 
To: Secretary of State, Washington 
Date: May 2, 1944 
Number: 795 
 
“…While it is yet too soon to give up hope that a safe conduct for the SS Tari will be 
granted by the Germans, the recent severe strain on relations between Germany and 
Turkey, resulting from the abrupt discontinuance of chrome shipments to Germany from 
Turkey, makes it improbable that the safe conduct will now be forthcoming from the 
Germans. In spite of the fact that requests for safe conduct have been made by the 
Swedish and Swiss governments, by the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul and the Vatican 
and by the International Red Cross… It seems unlikely that a safe conduct for the Tari 
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will be granted by the Germans as I have reason to believe that the Germans wish to 
strike back at the Turks for their action in discontinuing all chrome shipments. 
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