With regard to safe passage of SS TARI boat, with 1,500 Jewish refugees —
from Romania through Turkey, on its way to Palestine

From: Secretary of State, Washington
To: American Embassy, Ankara
Date: April 17, 1944

Number: 342

“... Hirschmann [War Refugee Board] informs me that Simond [Red Cross] has
expressed to him unequivocally, unreserved confidence that von Papen [German
ambassador] would arrange to obtain this safe conduct without delay... Assuming that
the German safe conduct has not been obtained Hirschmann urges that both Simond and
the Apostolic Delegate from Istanbul [Roncalli] arrange to see von Papen in person in
order to again urge granting of safe conduct without delay...”

* X *

From: Steinhardt, American Embassy, Ankara
To: Secretary of State, Washington

Date: April 22, 1944

Number: 726

“... Referring to the unreserved confidence which Simond expressed to Hirschmann that
von Papen would secure the German safe-conduct for the SS Tari without delay and that
if it has not yet been secured, the Apostolic Delegate to Istanbul and Simond try to see
von Papen to press the request and | confer with Simond personally without delay...
From the reports | have received from the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Simond, | am satisfied that von Papen has been pressing for the safe-conduct from his
government.”

* k% %

From: Steinhardt, American Embassy, Ankara
To: Secretary of State, Washington

Date: May 2, 1944

Number: 795

“...While it is yet too soon to give up hope that a safe conduct for the SS Tari will be
granted by the Germans, the recent severe strain on relations between Germany and
Turkey, resulting from the abrupt discontinuance of chrome shipments to Germany from
Turkey, makes it improbable that the safe conduct will now be forthcoming from the
Germans. In spite of the fact that requests for safe conduct have been made by the
Swedish and Swiss governments, by the Apostolic Delegate in Istanbul and the Vatican
and by the International Red Cross... It seems unlikely that a safe conduct for the Tari



will be granted by the Germans as | have reason to believe that the Germans wish to
strike back at the Turks for their action in discontinuing all chrome shipments.
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Istanbul, August 1, 1944

Excellency:

In pursuance of Your Excellency's kind offer,
in which you volunteered that you would be pleased.
to respond In writing to certain questions which
we would be permitted to submit to you with refer
ence to the rescue and rellef activities of t he
United States War Refugee Board, I have the honor
to enclose for your @ nsideration the attached list,

Permit me again, in the name of the Government
of the TUnited Statesof America, to express my-
gratlitude for the sudience which Your Excellency
so kindly granted me, and to reaffirm to you how
deeply moved I was by your great Iinterest and
efforts in the broad humanitarian aspects of the
problem in which the War Refugee Board is actively
operating.

With renewed assurances of my highest esteem,
I am,

Your Excellency's most obedlent servant,

Ira &, Hinschmann
Special Attache

His Excellency
Monsignor Ange Ronecalli
Apostolic Delegate
Bliytikada

Enclosures

IaH/b



18 1972

By T BL Pacha i

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAY SENT
FROI: GEC

v
ARY OF S2ATE, WASHINGTON &
v

T0: REZRICAN

JAGSY, ARKALRA

/s
WAR REFUGEEZ BOAHD T0 IUBASSADOR STEINHARDT,

The following refers :ﬁ your Ne. 657 of April 12 frem
Ankera to the Tar Hefugee Board.

With respeet to the replac@;ant of & passenger vessel
of QUOTE an equivalent vessel of similar age, size end'genaral
characteristies UNQUOPE for the &8 TAﬂg &3 designeted in
Artiele & of the propesed charter with the Turkish Governmert
for the uforesaid';hi;, Hirschmenn is in full agreement with
the pesition you have taken in your telegram abnve:uﬁticnsd;

Hirschmann and I conferred with Admiral Lend of the TWar .
Shirping Adrinistratlon teday., The War Shipping Administretion
and the Foreign Feonomic Administraticn have authorized you to
comnit this Government to the repleéezent of the §8 TAAI in the
event of loss with a passenger repeat bassenger vessal as, ro-
guesied by tha Turkish Government.

AL this point every recomwendation submitted by you ord
Firschzann to completa the negotistions for you to sign the
Charter agresment for the War Refugee Board with the Turkish
Governzent for the S8 TARI has been autiiorized, Pleass refer
To War Rafupea gsard cable to Anbara Ho. 20 relating to a1l -

the comditions zentiensd in yeur numbers 585 and 594, The



-

The single ébsL:acle remaining is the grg.nting of safe conduct
by the German Governmant. We havedtaken every available nessire
to expedite this safe conduct in Washington as reported in our
War Hefugee Board cable._'_no. 20.

iiirschna;ﬂ.n informs me that Siﬁond has expressed to him
unequivocally, unreserved confidence that \n{n Papen would
arrangs to obtain this _safé conduct w.lthout telay. FHe also
inforss me that Simond agresd personally to see von Papen with-
in 2 few days sfter his first weeting with him in Ankara on
this subject. Assuping that the German safe conduect has not
been obtained Hirschmann urges that both Simond and the
Apostolie Delegate from Istanbul a:::-ange to ses von Papen in
versen in order to again urge granting of safe conduct withent
delay. Hirschmann reports that Simond expressed the view that
he can succesd in securing the safe conduct and he suggests -that
Yyou personually confer with Sinmond along the above lines with-

out delay.
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From: imerican Embassy, Ankera"z = y
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DATED: April 22, 194k ;:?
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_ Egllowing is Ankare uol’ﬁf for the WRB.
‘;‘? éferring te the unreserved confidence which Si:uond"{
E:%pre%ed to Hirschman that won Papsn’,would secnre the Ger-
E}én 'sa__é’ewonéuct for the 83 TARI without delay snd that if
% hesnot yet beeﬁ secured, the .kpostolic‘/})'elegate o Istan..

bul a&% Simond try to see von Fapen to press the reque‘_s;x_
and that I confer with Simond personsliy without delay; )
please inform Hirschmen that since his departurs, II have
been in constant co-ntaet with Simond who has how conferred
with von Papen on three oceasions and that in mddition,
the Turk ¥inister for Foreign .afl‘airs; at my request, has
persofslly twice reguested the Germen safe-conduct of von
Papen., From tjz.e‘ reports I have received from the Purkish
Kinister for Fomelgn Affeirs and Simend, I am satistfied
thet von Pepen has been pressing Por %he s’ai‘a-condactl

from his Governmsnt.

STEINEARDT

: DECLASSIFTED
State Dape. Letter, 1-11-72

By R E Pazis Dats, SEP. 18 972



7

PARAPHRASE OF TELEORAM RECEIVED Pz "““&f’/
FROM: AMEMBASSY, Ankara’ ktﬁw

7O} ) Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: ‘May 2, 1944

R ONTROL COPY

L .
The followlng ie Aukara's $1 from the fnbassedor for the' //tk
War Refugee Board. d . ) &%w
Reference is made herewith to the Department's telegram
of pril 27, 1844, No. 577, '
No great difficulty in transporting thé rerugees vho
mighe arrive on the 58 E‘AaI"rrrom !akemlemm te Hsﬂa’/hy means
of schoonars or calques, uhi.ch 'orobablr eould be Bent from
Egypt or Palestine for that purpoze, ea-peclall:r at this time
of year, is antlclpated by me after d.lseussing th,a matter with
Barlas. i
Walle 1t is yet too socon to give up hope that a sgre”
conduct for the 58 TARI will be grented by the Germand, the
recent severe strain on Telations between Germany and Turkey,
resulting from the abrupt. discon‘:inuanoe of chrome shipmente
to Germany from Turkey, makes it mprobeble that the szafe con-
duct will now be forthooming from the Germans. . In splte of
the fact that requests for safe conduet have been nade by the
gSyedieh and Swiss Governments, by the Anés’taii;'lz!elegats in
Istanbul and the Yatican end by the Intemational'fne& Croas
from both

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept, Lottor, 1-11.72

By B B Packs DanSEP 18 1972
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from both Ankara and Geneva, the Turk Goreign Ministerts
requeat for safe csndus; is doubtless the application to
which the Germans are glving the most serlous conslderation
since the TARI'is a Turk veghél. It seems unlikely that a
gafe conduct for the TARI will be granted by the Germans as

I have reason to beiieve that the Germans wiah fc strike back
at the Turks for their action in discontinuing all chrome

shirments. ] ) _ . 2

[ 1T e

STEINFARDT

[



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

;55 - April 4, 1948
Ankara Fe. 21
1

4
Charter negotistions for TART heve rerched stege whers charter

party ready for slgrature subject to follewing:

1} Washington suthorizatien to sgrae to replecement of TARL in
avent of loss en contenmplated voyege by passenger vessel similar sge,
tomnage, . )

2) “Trensfer of funds as requested in Mo, 574 lpril 4y 8 Pam.

3) Instruciions whether charter party to be signed name U.8.
Government or War Fefugee Bosrd and by whom to be signed since B;.ack nd
Eirschmen leswing tomerrew, As War Hafugee Bosrd snd Department imow,
neither Turks nor g’led ﬂ‘mss willing for TART 'lo 2ail from Tstenbul
without both Ge"me.n and ‘kssim aala condt.cvs. Turks men't possibly c!"args'
position on this &8s & result of ta‘pedo_ng and sinking of Turk stesmer K"Cﬁi Tty
unidentified submerine in territorial maters while cerrying grain betwesn
two Turk ports,

There follows sistus “uzsian safe conduct:

= fugsian Awbagsador has t‘ele.grsphcd recuest to fussien Covermment,
}16\-4—, 2
Horrizen has urged Twssian Government to grent gzme but no reply hias been
Tecelived.

Follows stotus Germen safe condugts

Intereross representative hes spplled In Cemeva throvgh fntsreross
which replied {1 <expected “d*_fficui!.y and delay®.  Sefe conduet
reguired of Germen Avbsssedor in inkere by Turkish f‘ore‘.gn Winistar,

S5
The representative of Intercross is meking recuest of Von Pepen personelly
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for safe conduet nd Papnl delegete in Istanbul meking sizmilar
Tequest, Doﬁ‘t ‘:::'mw any other stepe that cen be taken thers to
perguade Germen Government to grent safs conduct.

Deplrabllity of signing charter psrty is questioned in view
of thereby incurring penelty of 5,000 Turkish poundz per day for deley untdl
we have resson to telleve Uerman safe cMct w411 be fortheoming.

e recuest instructlions of War Refugse Board on this roint. Possible
that setusl signing of charter perty cen be delsyed for week or ten
‘days without endengering conmmation of deal. However, we think

1t should be peinted out to Wer Refugee Doard thet if deley in
signing charter party is more than ten doys, there's possibility

of losing vessel sinee she mill not be permitted to be idle longer

bty Turkish Government.
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